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♦  Hope sees the invisi-

ble, feels the tangible 
and achieves the im-
possible. 

♦ Some people make 
things happen, some 
watch while things 
happen and some 
wonder “what hap-
pened” 
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Pirates Still Exist Today 

From the desk of the PFSO… 

Hello and thank you for tak-

ing the time to 

b e c o m e  a c -

quainted with our 

newest addition 

to the Security 

Department, our 

security newslet-

ter called “ 

LINKS”. Links is 

the product of a very gifted 

team of security professionals 

whose aim is to bring aware-

ness to all port users of the 

very vital role of safety and 

security.  This newsletter was 

compiled with all our readers 

in mind. We invite you to 

take the time to give us your 

feedback and suggestions. 

Every opinion counts, espe-

cially when it will serve to 

improve our overall facility 

and working environment.

 You may be ap-

proached by one 

of our staff 

members to give 

your opinion on 

safety or secu-

rity related mat-

ters which may 

be of concern to 

you. We would 

appreciate if you would take 

the time to respond and give 

us your honest opinions. 

 You can write or call 

us at the numbers listed at 

the back of this edition. We’d 

love to hear from you!

 Thank you for help-

ing us make the Ports of An-

tigua & Barbuda the safest in 

the world. 

If you have an article you 

want to share, bring it to 

the control room down at 

the terminal building or 

email us at  nuf-

frone@yahoo.co.in or                                     

specialist649 @ hotmail. 

Do you know that 

“Pirates” still exist today 

and not  only from centu-

ries passed?  See pg. 3 the 

latest piracy and also see 

some of the countries that 

face this problem today as 

it also exist close to our 

region. 

Special points of in-

terest: 

• Serious attacks have re-

sumed…. 

• Caribbean Cuisine…. 

• Celebrity corner 

• Steady Memorial safety tips 

• Antigua & Barbuda Port Au-

thority wins trophy. 

 

Quotes of the Quarter 1 

Review on Port Security 2 

Security  Tips  4 

Piracy heats up 5 

APA Sports Club Notices 5 

Supervisor of the  
quarter 

5  

Maze puzzle 6 

Inside this issue: 

September 01,2005 

Antigua Port Authority Security Focus 

Quarterly issue  



this fact in mind one can only take the 

necessary precautions, in an effort to deter 

or prevent any terrorist activity deemed 

imminent and pose a threat to our inter-

ests; our port and economy on the whole. 

This is where security, which is seldom 

regarded as significant, comes in. How-

ever, you get no second chance with secu-

rity if you drop your guard and when an 

incident occurs then security becomes the 

big issue. We all remember the attacks 

made on the World Trade centre on Sep-

tember 11th 2001, which claimed thou-

The world today as we know it can be con-

sidered as a “’Global Village”. Everywhere 

in this world can be linked by air and sea 

carriers  alike. These two modes of trans-

portation share one common enemy or 

threat “terrorism”. Terrorism can be de-

scribed as any act of aggression, motivated 

by political, religious or social factors. One  

who instigates these  acts  is  known as a  

“terrorist”. Who exactly is a terrorist? In 

most cases the answer cannot be precise, 

in fact, I could be a terrorist and so could 

you. How can we be sure? Therefore, with 

sands of lives.  Also the attack on 

the U.S.S. Cole war ship and the 

French oil tanker both docked in the 

Yemen Harbour, showed great evi-

dence that terrorist 

Review on Port Security. 
Article by Nigel Murrell                                                                                                                    con’t pg 4 
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Mr. Michael Emmanuel 

Senior Pilot 

1. What exactly does  a Pilot do? 

 The Pilot acts as an advisor to the Cap tain of any 

vessel upon their arrival. 

2. How long have you been in this profession? 

 Just about 20 years. 

3. What is the greatest challenge have you ever faced as a 

Pilot? 

 Actually, everyday is a challenge so  there is 

 

4. Based on your  training, how would you attempt to resolve 

a potential problem? 

 Well  I’ll have to think carefully and swiftly to rectify 

that problem. 

5. What are your future plans for the Marine department? 

 As for future plans I would like to get the Captains and 

young Pilots licensed and properly trained. 

At  the 8th  Annual General Meeting of the Port Management Association of the Caribbean Antigua & 

Barbuda was declared the Port Authority with the best performance for year 2004.  Twenty –two (22) 

representatives from nine countries participated.  Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Curacao, Dominica, 

Montserrat, Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines and host 

St. Kitts.  

The winning country was determined by comparing cargo volumes, 

revenues, total expenses and staff numbers in 2004 against those fig-

ures of 2003.  The resulting figure indicated the most efficient port in 

the area. 

The Antigua Port Authority received the NOVAPORT Cup and plaque 

from Mr. John Jay, President of the Caribbean engineering company 

NOVAPORT International, under whose auspices the cup was inaugu-

rated. 

Antigua and Barbuda was the first recipient of the award in 1986, at which time the sub-regional group-

ing was called Port Management Association of the Easter Caribbean. 

Antigua Port Wins Prestigious Award          Antigua Port Wins Prestigious Award          Antigua Port Wins Prestigious Award          Antigua Port Wins Prestigious Award          
Article by Acting Port Manager Leslie Williams    



Ever seen these machines at work? 
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Security TipsSecurity TipsSecurity TipsSecurity Tips 

Steady’s Memorial safety tipsSteady’s Memorial safety tipsSteady’s Memorial safety tipsSteady’s Memorial safety tips    

♦ Most people view security as insignificant but when 

you are security conscious, the life you save might 

be your own. 

♦ The gates around the compound were erected to 

protect you inside so please comply with the neces-

sary cabin, trunk and under the carriage checks of 

your vehicles, the security guards may ask you to 

under-take. Remember! the port is your home re-

spective of your shift don’t leave it open for a ter-

rorist. 

♦ It is important that you know who is authorized to 

be on the port and who is not. Don’t be afraid to ask 

an individual to show his/her ID. Protect your 

Safety Equipment 

♦ Hard hats protect your head from major dam-

age cause by objects that may fall on the pier. 

♦ Visibility vests alert everyone in the area of 

your presence and minimize your risks of seri-

ous injury. 

♦ Steel toed boots protect your feet, especially 

the toes from major damage which could be 

caused by falling objects in the operating area.   



were responsible. Think about your 

shores! What if an attack occurred here 

at the Deepwater Harbour, your place of 

employment? What effect will it have on 

life as we know it? Will we be able to 

recover? What would become of our 

Tourism Industry and our economy?  

Therefore, should we not protect our 

livelihood? Is it not in our best interest 

to be mindful and vigilant? If your   

answer to these questions is yes the 

only thing you can do is to develop, 

within yourself, a greater appreciation 

for security. Do not become a victim of a 

terrorist attack! 

With the introduction of the              

International Ship and Port Facility 

Code (ISPS Code) by the Maritime 

Safety Committee, it was mandatory for 

a l l  po r ts  bo th  reg iona l  and                

extra-regional to become fully          

compliant by July 1st 2004. Antigua 

had to implement certain measures to 

qualify with the standards set forth in 

the ISPS code. Mrs. Agatha Dublin, our 

Chief PFSO, was very instrumental in 

sensitizing the Port’s Board members 

and the Contracting Government of the 

importance to upgrade security; to put 

certain systems in place to improve the 

port’s ability to secure, not only its sur-

roundings but the Cruise and Cargo 

ships that often call at our shores. 

Based on surveys and assessments, it 

was suggested that the port be 

equipped with 24hr Surveillance       

Systems (CCTV). This system has the 

ability to provide 24hr monitoring    

capability for the entire port and for its 

visiting ships; one of the requirements 

listed from the ISPS Code. In-addition, 

the systems operators department was 

introduced to monitor this surveillance 

system and to further enforce the secu-

rity awareness on this port. Our aim, in 

the near future is to improve the pre-

sent conditions on the port, thus mak-

ing it a safer place to work. Security 

will not only be for ourselves but also 

for those who use the facility, such as 

Customs, Immigration, Shipping 

Agents and the visiting ships berthed at 

the various piers. To ensure that this 

challenge is overcome, we  need your 

support, for without your invaluable 

assistance, none of these goals may ever 

be realized. The five(5) systems opera-

tors have the task to ensure that the 

Deepwater Harbour and other ship fa-

cilities will be fully capable to handle 

any credible security threat that could 

affect us all. We are the Antigua and 

Barbuda Port Authority, we must pre-

serve our heritage and economy! 

 Therefore the security staff are appeal-

ing for your support and encourage-

ment to continue to be the eyes and 

ears of this prized facility. If we say we 

love our country and will defend her 

with honor, should we not do the same 

for this port, our “ Bread and Butter”? 

Review on Port Security continues 
Article by Nigel Murrell 
  

Pictures galore!  
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CELEBRITY CORNER 

Mr. Gene Gould on the Port, hard at work. 



The abduction of crew poses a serious 
threat to shipping in Somali waters 

Heritage Security Supervisor of the quarter         con’t pg 1 

The A.P.A . Sports Club has been in existence for several years now with some dedicated individuals trying to expand on the 

present membership.  The members have attended several Whitsuntide events which is the meeting of the Caribbean Port Au-

thorities in different islands.  2006 is the year Antigua will be hosting the said event during the whit weekend and with the as-

sistance of employees and management alike, the event should be successful. Representation will come from the Port Authority 

and Antigua on a whole . 

We are presently in the process of raising funds for this venture: 

 

♦ Cake Sale  -  Saturdays  mornings                *      Barbecue - Saturday  evenings  (outside of food city)  

♦ Lunch  - Every Friday                                    *      Social Evening (come win a prize at dominoes  etc. )  

make decisions that customers usually 

question. As an officer, the policies of the 

port must be enforced. 

 To an upcoming supervisor my advise is 

to always be courteous 

to the junior rank, let 

them know the impor-

tance of responsibility 

as lives are often 

placed in their hands. 

A word of advice can 

also be important”. 

Sup. Johnson quotes 

while laughing “My 

biggest fear is to be on 

the night shift and 

Closer to home piracy prone areas and 

warnings are in effect for Brazil (Rio 

Grande), Haiti (Port au Prince), Dominican 

Republic (Rio Haina), Jamaica (Kingston) 

and Peru (callao) 

Congratulations to Supervisor      

Phillipa Johnson on being named An-

tigua Port Authority Security guard of 

the quarter. 

Profile: 

 Sup. Johnson started her ca-

reer as a police officer for 13 years. 

After migrating to Antigua she en-

tered the field of Private Security. Her 

first place of employment while living 

here, was with the Special Services 

Ltd. where she served 8 years. She 

subsequently left that company and is 

presently employed by Heritage Security          

ltd. for 13 months. 

 Sup. Johnson has managed to 

climb the ranks progressively thus earn-

ing her position Supervisor Johnson. 

She quotes “my roles as a security officer 

is to protect the lives of others, control 

crime and also protect property, because 

doing so brings comfort to me as an indi-

vidual, knowing I can protect others”. 

 “After I was assigned to the 

Deep Water Harbour, an entry point to 

the country, my role as an officer has 

been a bit overwhelming since I’m now 

challenged with added responsibilities, 

protecting a different kind of property. It 

has been difficult dealing with port staff 

and customers alike. One has to  

ICC’s International Maritime Bureau (IMB) 

warns that acts of piracy are on the rise. 

Since March 2005, there have been at 

least five attempted hijackings, two of 

which escalated into full blown acts of life-

threatening piracy. This rise in threatening 

activity comes after a period of relative 

calm. Only two incidents of piracy were 

recorded in the whole of 2004.  

 

Captain Pottengal Mukundan, Director of 

IMB stated: “IMB has received reports of 

pirates armed with automatic weapons and 

rocket propelled grenades. Innocent craft 

are approached by numerous pirate craft, 

arriving from different directions, firing in-

discriminately at the bridge in an attempt to 

force the vessel to stop. In recent attacks 

at least one crew member was killed after 

pirates took control of a vessel.”  

The attacks are noted for the pirates’ use 
of distress flares as a means of luring 
their prey. Once the target vessel ap-
proaches, the heavily armed hijackers 
typically attack using a number of speed-
boats. Most of the recent targets were 

attacked while underway, and several 
shipmasters were forced to take eva-
sive action to shake off their attack-
ers.  

 
Pirates in Somali waters have targeted 
everything that floats from fishing vessels 
and yachts to bulk carriers, general cargo 
ships and even a tanker aiming to steal 
valuables from the ship, or holding the 
crew for ransom.  
 

 

 

Piracy heats up in Somali waters  
London, 21 June 2005  

Antigua Port Authority Sports Club 
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4 allspice berries 

Freshly ground black pepper 

 

Make the Poudre de Colombo: put the 

turmeric, coriander, garlic, chillies, 

mustard seeds, allspice berries and 

black pepper in a mortar.  Mash with a 

pestle to make a paste.   

Heat the oil and butter in a deep frying 

pan or saucepan and add the pork, on-

ions and garlic. Fry over medium heat, 

stirring frequently, until the pork is 

browned on all sides  and the onions are 

softened. 

Add the Poudre de Colombo paste to the 

pork and onions in the pan and stir 

well. Cook over gentle heat for about 3 

minutes stirring  occasionally. 

Add the herbs, water or stock and vine-

gar. Cover the pan and cook gently for 

about 30 minutes. Add the remaining 

ingredients and continue cooking, un-

covered, for about 15 minutes  or until 

vegetables  are tender and the sauce re-

duced and thickend. Serve with rice or 

your choice staples. 

Phone: 1-268-562-5446/7 
E-mail: nuffrone@yahoo.co.in or               
           specialist649@hotmail.com 

3 tablespoons  peanut oil 

2 tablespoons  butter 

2lb lean pork fillet, cubed 

2 onions, finely chopped 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

Few sprigs  of  fresh thyme  

Few sprigs  of  parsley, chopped 

1/4 pint water or stock 

t tablespoon white wine vinegar 

1 christophene, peeled and cubed 

2 tomatoes, skinned, seeded and 

chopped 

For The Poudre de Colombo 

  Pinch of  turmeric 

1 teaspoon ground curry 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

2 fresh red chillies, seeded and finely 

chopped 

2 teaspoons mustard seeds 

For all the Pork Lovers, here is Martinique Colombo De Porc (Pork Curry) 

Try and find your way through the maze. 


